Heterogeneity of histological transformation events in Waldenström's macroglobulinemia (WM) and related disorders.
Histological transformation, typically to diffuse large B-cell lymphoma (DLBCL) is reported to occur in 5%-10% of patients with WM and recent studies have highlighted a possible aetiological role for the nucleoside analogues. It is however becoming increasingly clear that histological transformation is a complex phenomenon and may include clonally unrelated disorders. In order to highlight this pathological heterogeneity we describe 5 patients with diverse histological progression events. These included EBV-associated events namely DLBCL, peripheral T-cell lymphoma and spontaneously resolving mucocutaneous ulcer. A further 2 patients demonstrated a localised plasma cell rich lesion simulating plasmacytoma and a de novo DLBCL arising in an unrelated B-cell clone. It is clear therefore that detailed pathological assessments are required in all suspected cases of transformation and that the pathological heterogeneity demonstrated by this study needs to be taken into account when potential aetiological factors are being assessed.